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FRONT COVER PHOTGRAPH: 
Lateral view of a naturally mummified human brain.  This brain was found in the course of 
a forensic examination of a specimen in the open bushveld. It represents the first naturally 
mummified human brain found in Africa.  The brain was retrieved from the cranial cavity, 
and upon closer examination revealed the normal appearance of a modern human brain.  
This specimen raises interesting questions regarding the process of natural mummifica-
tion.  A full article describing this specimen is currently in press.  Authors: Nikki Eklektos, 
Manisha Dayal and Paul Manger  
 
Photograph courtesy of Dr Paul Manger, School of Anatomical Sciences, University of 
the Witwatersrand, South Africa 
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What is it about anatomy that brings out 
the passion in those who practice the disci-
pline? 
 
Is it the love of structure, the fascination 
with the form and outlines produced against 
bulges and bumps? Is it perhaps the sinu-
ous lines produced by vessels and nerves 
which track through the interstices?  Per-
haps , it is the combination of art and art-
istry which have produced an amazing 
structure which can only function superbly 
when everything is intact or aligned.  I sus-
pect that in recent years it has also been 
the attacks upon the discipline by “others” 
in high places……those “educationalists” who 
wish to alter the curriculum, reduce the 
time and “wipe” anatomy off the face of the 
medical “planet”.  Perhaps in retrospect, we 
will see these “attacks” as a “good” thing, 

as never before have I heard so many 
anatomists taking up the cudgels and wish-
ing to fight for their discipline.  We have 
heard this in many ways…at Congresses, in 
documents being produced by various So-
cieties and in Editorials in journals. So, per-
haps I cannot answer the question about 
what makes an anatomist passionate about 
the discipline, but one thing I have come to 
realise, is that “we all talk the same lan-
guage…..Anatomy”, and that is what 
counts most!l 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of Plexus, 
which brings wonderful contributions from 
Societies and individuals around the globe. 

 
Beverley Kramer 

Editor 
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On the 7th of May in the year 1920, in São Paulo, 
a new and very special citizen was born - Lib-
erato John Alphonse DiDio – the person who 
became one of the most important and most 
representative anatomists all around the world.  
 
After being born and educated in the same city, 
Mr. DiDio entered the University of São Paulo 
Medical School in 1945 from which he graduated 
and obtained his degrees 
of D.Sc. and Ph.D with 
honour and distinction.  
 
In 1952, in the position of 
General Secretary, Dr 
DiDio, together with the 
President, his Professor, Dr 
Renato Locchi, founded 
the Brazilian Society of 
Anatomy. Just three years 
after his graduation, Dr 
DiDio was appointed to the 
position of Chairman of the 
Anatomy Department of 
the University of Minas 
Gerais School of Medicine, 
in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.  
 
Despite such a meteoric 
and brilliant career, Pro-
fessor DiDio did not stay in 
this new position, but tried 
to improve his knowledge 
and expand his horizons. 
So in the early sixties he traveled abroad and 
became a Rockefeller Fellow, starting his train-
ing in Electron Microscopy and Molecular Biology 
under the orientation of three great professors, 
Professor Stanley Bennett, Department of Anat-
omy, University of Washington, Professor Don 

Fawcett, Department of Anatomy, Harvard 
Medical School and George Palade (Nobel Laure-
ate), Department of Cytology, Rockefeller Insti-
tute  for  Medical Research in New York City. At 
the same time, Professor DiDio also became a 
Visiting  Professor at the University of Washing-
ton, joining Dr. Edward Boyden and Dr. Bassett 
in teaching gross anatomy.  
 

After this important 
experience, together 
with his natural abil-
ity to teach and do 
research, Professor 
DiDio was hired as 
Professor of Anatomy 
at the Northwestern 
University Medical 
School in Chicago.  In 
1966, after being in-
vited to participate 
in the foundation of 
the Medical College 
of Ohio, Toledo he 
became the Chair-
man of the Depart-
ment of Anatomy and 
six years later, was 
elected Dean of the 
Graduate School.  
 
With his increasing 
prestige not only in 
the medical envi-

ronment but also in the scientific field, together 
with his admirable humanistic culture, Professor 
DiDio was asked to be a consultant of the Pan 
American Health Organization and Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Barsa.  

 

In Memoriam 
Liberato John Alphonse DiDio 

Professor DiDio, pictured at the ISMS Congress at Sun 
City, South Africa in 2001.  The photograph was taken by 
Professor W. Hamlett 
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His leadership abilities and his capacity of orga-
nizing and previewing activities years in ad-
vance, lead him to become not only President 
and Emeritus Chairman of the American Associa-
tion of Anatomists but also President of the In-
ternational Federation of Associations of Anato-
mists. 
 
In 1990 he became Emeritus Professor of the 
Medical College of Ohio and two years later was 
awarded the title of Dean Emeritus. 
 
Due to his continuous interest in the anatomical 
science, his privileged mind and his great profi-
ciency in five languages, Professor DiDio was 
invited to be a member of the International No-
menclature Committee, of the International 
Anatomical Veterinary Nomenclature Commit-
tee, and a member and General Secretary of 
the  Federative Committee on Anatomical Ter-
minology. 
 
In the scientific field, he became well known 
for his huge intellectual production of publica-
tions and books.  He  published  three hundred 
and seventy nine  scientific papers, eleven 
translated books (some translated into Portu-
guese, Italian and Spanish), fifteen book re-
views and participated in the Editorial Board of 
twenty nine Scientific Journals in Brazil, USA, 
Chile, Switzerland, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Spain, Mexico and Portugal. He 
presented one hundred and fifty abstracts to 
congresses and symposia, gave two hundred and 
fifteen seminars in numerous universities world-
wide and had strongly contributed for the for-
mation of new anatomists by being academic 
advisor of ninety two graduate students in Bra-
zil, forty two in the USA and 1 in Portugal.  
 
During his life, Professor DiDio received numer-
ous honours and awards from Universities and 
Scientific Associations. He became Professor 
Honoris Causa of the Catholic University of 

Chile, of the New University of Lisbon, of the 
University of Brasilia, of the University of Rio de 
Janeiro, of the National University of Trujillo, 
and of the University of Timisoara. He had also 
received titles of Honorary Member from the 
Associations of Anatomists from many countries 
around the world such as Chile, Ecuador, United 
States, Israel, Peru, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Ger-
many, Venezuela and Brazil.  
 
Moreover, Professor DiDio has been honored by 
many cities and countries with the award of the 
title of Honorary Citizenship of the cities of 
Belo Horizonte, New Orleans, São Paulo.  The 
following medals were also awarded to him: 
Great Official of the Order of Merit in Medicine 
of the Republic of Brazil, Medal for Cultural 
Merit of the Republic of Italy, Great Medal of 
“Inconfidencia” from the Government of Minas 
Gerais, Medal from New Bedford, Massachu-
setts, Marble Plaque from the Instituto Nacional 
de Neurologia of Mexico City, Golden Key Award 
from the International Institute of Toledo, Ohio, 
Andreas Vesalius Award from the Mexican Soci-
ety of Anatomists, Gold Medal from Cordoba, 
Argentina, "Arnaldo Vieira de Carvalho " Medal 
from the University of São Paulo Medical School, 
the "Ipiranga Order", Great Official, awarded by 
the Government of the State of São Paulo and 
the “Anchieta Medal”, from the city of São 
Paulo. 
 
The Brazilian Society of Anatomy is very proud 
indeed for having such a special Honorary Mem-
ber who has dignified Science, Medicine and 
Anatomy. 
 
 
 

Nadir Eunice Valverde Barbato de Prates, 
M.D., Ph.D. 

Richard Halti Cabral, M.D., Ph.D.  
José Carlos Prates, M.D., Ph.D 
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Agenda 
 
1. Opening remarks by the President of the IFAA, David Brynmor Thomas 
 2. Receipt of credentials of delegates from Constituent Associations and Societies (Secretary General 

Moxham/Treasurer Haines) 
 3. Distribution, discussion and vote on the minutes of the last meeting held in Rome (Kühnel/

Moxham) 
 4. Report of the Secretary-General and changes to the IFAA Constitution (Moxham).  
 5. Report of the Treasurer (Haines)  
 6. Report of the Chairman of the Federative International Committee on Anatomical Education – FI-

CAE - (Drukker) and of the Federative International Committee on Anatomical Terminology - FI-
CAT- (Whitmore) 

 7. Reports of the other Federative International Committees 
 8. A)    Name and address of the candidates presented for election to the Executive Committee (see   

note i below). 
B) Name of the Associations or Societies and of the sites candidating for organization of the sub-

sequent Federative International Congress of Anatomy (FICA) (see note ii below) 
C) Name of Associations or Societies applying for membership of the IFAA (see note iii below) 

(Moxham)  
9. Election of the members of the new Executive Committee (Moxham) 
10. Presentations of the candidates to organize the next FICA (10 minutes each).  

Election of the president, site, date of the XVII Federative International Congress of Anatomy 
(Moxham) 

11. Admission of new members of the IFAA (Moxham) 
12. Any other business 
13. Adjournment 
 
Officers: 
 
President: DAVID BRYNMOR THOMAS (U.K.) 
Secretary General: BERNARD JOHN MOXHAM (U.K.) 
Treasurer: DUANE E. HAINES (U.S.A.) 
Secretary:JACQUES PATRICK BARBET (France) 
Secretary:XU QUNYUAN (China) 
The names and signatures of the officers and delegates of the associations of anatomists are 
contained in the attendance document.  The names of Societies and of the countries are the 

International Federation of Associations of Anatomists 
(IFAA) 

XVI Congress of IFAA in Kyoto, September 25 - 27, 2004 
 

Meeting of the General Assembly of the IFAA 
 August 25, 2004 - 02.30 p.m. 

Ist Draft 
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following: 
 
Argentina: Sociedad Rioplatense de Anatomia 
Bosnia-Herzegowina: Anatomical Society of Bosnia-Herzegowina 
Brasil:  Colegio Anatomico Brasileiro  

Sociedade Brasileira de Anatomia 
Bulgaria: Bulgarian Anatomical Society 
Chile: Sociedad Chilena de Anatomia 
Costa Rica: Asociacion Costariceure de Anatomia 
Czech Republic: Czech Anatomical Society 
Estonia: Estonian Morphological Society 
Finland:  Anatomici Fenniae 
France:  Societé Anatomique de Paris 

Association des Morphologistes 
Germany:  Anatomische Gesellschaft 
Italy: Societá Italiano di Anatomie 
Japan:  Japanese Association of Anatomists 
Netherlands: Nederlandse Anatomen Vereniging 
New Zealand and 
Australia: Under review 
Poland:  Polish Anatomical Society 
Portugal:  Ibero-American Society of Anatomy  

Portuguese Anatomical Society 
Republic of China: Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences 
Romania: Romanian Association of Anatomists 
Russia: Russian Society of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology 
South Africa: Anatomical Society of South Africa 
Spain: Sociedad Anatómica Española  
Switzerland:  Swiss Society for Anatomy, Histology and Embryology 
United Kingdom: Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland 
United States: American Association of Anatomists 
 
 
 

1. Opening Remarks by the President of the IFAA, David Brynmor Thomas 
 
The President PROFESSOR DAVID BRYNMOR THOMAS presided over the session and opened the 
meeting at 2:30 p.m.  He began by thanking the Japanese Association of Anatomists, the Science 
Council of Japan, the members of FICA, the Organising Committee and the Presidents (Professors 
Hirano amd Hirokawa) of the XVIth Congress for all the good work done on behalf of the IFAA. 
 
Before proceeding with other matters, the President asked delegates whether there were any 
objections to „observers“ attending the meeting and to the meeting being televised to other parts 
of the Congress.  There were no objections. 
 
The President thanked the Executive Committee for its work on behalf of the IFAA and outlined the 
way in which issues had been dealt with for the Federations „revitalisation“.  He particularly drew 
the Assembly’s attention to the need to maintain a newletter of high standard, to consider 
developing the IFAA’s website, and to revitalise the Federative International Committees (FICs). 
 
Finally, he requested that the members of the General Assembly should stand in silence in 
remembrance of two past Presidents of the IFAA who had recently died – Professor Motta and 
Professor DiDio. 
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2. Receipt of credentials of delegates from Constituent Associations and Societies 
(Secretary General Moxham/Treasurer Haines) 

 
Each Society could be represented by two delegates: a voting and a non-voting delegate. A 
Secretary of the IFAA, Professor  Barbet, took the „register“ of delegates immediately before the 
meeting and recorded the names of voting delegates. The Treasurer looked at the list of delegates 
attending the meeting to assure the IFAA that only fully paid up subscribers to the IFAA were 
represented with voting delegates. 
 
It was duly noted that attendance at the General Assembly by constituent member associations/
societies was poor and that this was a matter for discussion and action by the Executive Committee 
of the IFAA. 
 

3. Distribution, discussion and vote on the minutes of the last meeting held in Rome 
(Moxham) 
 
The minutes were approved unanimously and it was agree that they should be prepared for 
publication in Plexus. 
 

4. Report of the Secretary-General and changes to the IFAA Constitution (Moxham) 
 

Significant changes to the IFAA Constitution were presented to the meeting.  These changes had 
been much discussed by the Executive Committee of the IFAA and had been presented to 
constituent member associations/societies of the IFAA in due and proper time before consideration 
at this General Assembly meeting.  The Secretary General outlined the proposed changes and the 
„philosophy“ underlying the reasons for change (see Appendix 1).  The General Association 
Assembly agreed unanimously to all proposed changes.  In addition, the Japanese Association of 
Anatomists proposed that there should be an amendment to Article 5 of the Constitution to read: 
„Associations that do not pay annual dues for three consecutive years (or more) cannot be 
considered members of the IFAA....“.  The proposal was voted upon and agreed unanimously. 

 
Concerning the FICs, in addition to the Federative International Committee for Anatomical 
Education (FICAE) and for Anatomical Terminology (FICAT), the Executive Committee of the IFAA 
proposed that two further FICS  should be established – a Federative International Committee for 
Ethics and Medical Humanities and a Federative International Committee for Scientific Networking.  
The General Assembly agreed unanimously to this proposal.  The Executive Committee 
recommended dissolution of the Federative International Committee for Revitalisation of the IFAA, 
the Federative International Committee for Applied, Comparative, Developmental & Experimental 
Morphology, and the Federative International Committee for Anatomical Publications.  The 
President reported that there was no further need for the Committee on Revitalisation since other 
mechanisms were now in place.  He thanked all those who had contributed to this important 
committee and, in particular, Professor Barbet who had recently been its Chair.  The Assembly 
approved the proposal to dissolve the aforementioned FICs.  It was noted that there were still 
unresolved issues concerning the status of the Federative International Committee for 
Morphological Symposia. 
 
The Secretary-General reiterated the comments of the President that it was important to have a 
well-read newsletter and a state-of-the-art website so that information concerning the IFAA could 
be properly disseminated to constituent member associations/societies of the IFAA and to 
anatomists in general.  

 
5. Report of the Treasurer (Haines) 

 
The Treasurer gave the financial report of 1999 – 2004 (see Appendix 2). Most of the expenses were 
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for minor incidental expenses (e.g . bank transactions), for FICAT and IFAA meetings and for the 
replacement of stolen computers used for IFAA business,. the total amount being USD$7681.99. 
The Balance Credit as of August 12th 2004 amounted to USD$25,068.33. In accordance with the 
Constitution of the IFAA, Professors Sprumont and Pias had been appointed as Auditors and had 
written to confirm the veracity of the accounts. The President thanked the Treasurer and the 
Auditors for their work. 

 
The accounts and the Treasurer’s report  were apporved by the General Assembly. 
 
 

6. Reports of the Chairman of the Federative International Committee on Anatomical Edu-
cation – FICAE - (Drukker) and of the Federative International Committee on  Anatomical 
Terminology - FICAT- (Whitmore) 

 
A written report concerning the activities of FICAE was provided by its Chair, Professor Drukker 
(Appendix 3).  He announced that he was standing down as Chair and that, in line with the new 
Constitution of the IFAA, an election would be held in the next few months.  A list of members of 
FICAE for the next period was presented to the General Assembly by the Secretary-General of the 
IFAA (Appendix 4) and was approved by the General Assembly.  Finally, the General Assembly 
remembered in silence  the death of a member of FICAE, Professor Sandy Marks. 
 
A written report concerning the activities of FICAT was provided by its Chair, Professor Whitmore 
(Appendix 5).  The Committee met 10 times and worked on histology (incorporating cytology) and 
embryology terminologies. Lists of terms were circulated to constituent member associations/
societies of the IFAA and the Chair thanked them for comments received. It was anticipated that 
Terminologia Histologica would be published in 2005.  Publication of Terminologia Embryologica 
was planned for 2006/07.  The chair anticipated that subsequently FICAT would return to review 
Terminologia Anatomica.   
 
The Chair asked for continuing financial support for FiCAT during the next  5 years from the IFAA 
and thanked the national societies for their past financial support. 
 
A list of members of FICAT for the next period was presented to the General Assembly by the 
Secretary-General of the IFAA (Appendix 6) and was approved by the General Assembly.   
 

7. Reports of other Federative International Committees (Brynmor Thomas) 
 
There were no reports to present to the General Assembly.  
 

8A. Name and address of the persons presented for election in the Executive Committee 
(Moxham) 

 
President 
David Brynmor Thomas 
Parkgate, 27, Hepburn Gardens 
GB-St Andrews, Fife KY16 9DG 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: ++44-1334-476431; fax. ++44-1334-479775 
e-mail: dbt@st-and.ac.uk 

 
 
Vice-president 
Nobutaka Hirokawa 
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Secretary General 
Bernard Moxham 
School of Molecular and Medical Biosciences, 
University of Wales Cardiff, 
Museum Avenue, P.O Box 911, 
GB - Cardiff CF 1 3US 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: ++44-29-20874031; fax. ++44-29-20874486 
e-mail: moxham@cardiff.ac.uk 

 
Treasurer 
Duane E. Haines 
Department of Anatomy  
The University of Mississippi Medical Center,  
2500 North State Street,  
Jackson, MS 39216-4505, U.S.A.  
Tel.: ++1-601-9841640; fax. ++1-601-9841655  
e-mail: dhaines@anatomy.umsmed.edu 
 
First Secretary 
Jacques Patrick Barbet 
Laboratoire d‘ Histologie-Embryologie, 
Faculté de Médecine Cochin-Port Royal,  
24, rue du Faubourg St-Jacques 
F-75014 Paris, France 
Tel.: ++33-1-44.41.23.56; fax. ++33-1-40.51.09.46 
e-mail: jp.barbet@teso.net 

 
Second Secretary  
Xu Qunyuan (China)  
President Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences  
President of the Capital University of Medical Sciences  
You Na Men, Beijing 100054  
People=s Republic of China  
Tel.: ++1-601-984.1640; fax. ++1-601-984.1655  
e-mail: qxu@public.beta.net.cn or cumsw@public.bta.net.cn 

 
 
8B. Names of the Associations or Societies and of the places bidding for organization of the 
next Federative International Congress of Anatomy (FICA) (Moxham). 

 
It was announced that two member associations/societies were bidding for the XVII Congress of the 
IFAA – the Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences and the Anatomical Society of South Africa. 
 

8C. Name of Associations or Societies applying for membership of the IFAA (Moxham). 
 
The Scientific Society of Anatomists, Histologists, Embryologists and Topographoanatomists of 
Ukraine; The Lithuanian Society of Anatomists; and The European Association of Veterinary 
Anatomists had written to the Secretary-General to apply for membership of the IFAA.. 
 

9. Election of the Members of the new Executive Committee (Moxham) 
 
The General Assembly elected unanimously the proposals for members of the new Executive 
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Committee of the IFAA (see minute 8A) for the period leading up to the next International Congress 
of the IFAA. 

 
10. Presentations of the candidates to organize the next FICA and Election of the president, 
site, date of the XVII Federative International Congress of Anatomy (Moxham). 

 
After presentations by delegates of the Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences and of the 
Anatomical Society of South Africa, the delegates voted:  
 

For the Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences:      7 votes 
For the Anatomical Society of South Africa:            11 votes 

 
Total:                                                                           18 votes 

  
It was consequently announced that the next Congress of the IFAA would take place in 2009 in 
Cape Town, South Africa.  The meeting agreed to postpone nomination of the President of the 
Congress.  

 
The President thanked all the delegates from the Chinese Society for Anatomical Sciences and the 
Anatomical Society of South Africa for their excellent presentations.  He indicated how difficult a 
decision it was for the General Assembly to make and he looked forwarded to the next Congress in 
Cape Town 
 

11. Admission of new members of the IFAA (Moxham) 
 
Three new Societies where officially declared as accepted: The Scientific Society of Anatomists, 
Histologists, Embryologists and Topographoanatomists of Ukraine; The Lithuanian Society of 
Anatomists; and The European Association of Veterinary Anatomists 
 

12. Any Other Business 
 
The Japanese Association of Anatomists put forward a document concerned with the future and 
purpose of the anatomical sciences for consideration and adoption by the IFAA (The Kyoto 
Declaration 2004).  This was unanimously approved by the General Assembly and will be 
disseminated to constitutent member associations/societies by the Secretary-General.  

 
The Japanese Association of Anatomists proposed that the voting system at the General Assembly 
should  be changed to reflect the number of members in constituent member associations/
societies.  The advantages and disadvantages of such a system were briefly discussed and the 
General Assembly resolved to let the Executive Committee deliberate further on the matter. 

 
There being no further business a proposal was made to adjourn the meeting 

 
13. Adjournment 

 
At 5:20 p.m. the General Assembly was adjourned. 
 

 
Kyoto, Auguest 28, 2004 

 
Prof. Bernard Moxham, 

Secretary General 
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5.1  Members Present: 
 
Members of the Executive Committee:  
 
Professor David Brynmor Thomas (President) 
Professor Bernard J. Moxham (Secretary-General)  
Professor Duane Haines (Treasurer) 
Professor Patrick Barbet (Secretary)  
 
N.B. Invited Representatives of the Federative 
International Committees (FICs) and invited 
members of the Japanese Anatomical Association 
were requested to meet the Executive Commit-
tee before, or at the end of, formal business: 
 
Professor Hiroshi Hirano (International Congress 
Committee)  
Professor Ian Whitmore (Anatomical Terminology) 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
Professor Xu-Qunyuan (Secretary)  
 
 
5.2 Minutes of the last meeting: 
 
The minutes were approved of the meeting of the 
Executive Committee (with invited representa-
tives of the FICs) that was held in Timisoara, Ro-
mania, on 12th September 2002 during the XVII 
ISMS. 
 
5.3     Matters arising from the last meeting: 
 
Vide 4.5:  The Secretary-General reported that 
he had notified all delegates of the IFAA by elec-
tronic means of the Constitutional decisions 
taken at Timisoara that had led to the appoint-
ment of Professor David Brynmor Thomas as 
President of the IFAA. 
 
Vide 4.8:  The Secretary-General confirmed that 
he had approached many constituent member 
associations (i.e. those for which he had ad-
dresses) in order to prepare them for the IFAA 
General Assembly in Kyoto.  Many had already 
responded, providing names of delegates (or stat-
ing their intention to elect delegates). 
 
5.4 President’s Business: 
 

The President had no business to report. 
 
5.5  Secretary-General’s business: 
 
The IFAA Constitution was reviewed, Article-by-
Article, in preparation for submission to the IFAA 
General Assembly in Kyoto (see Article 10).  This 
would follow the distribution of information con-
cerning the changes proposed to known delegates 
appointed for the Rome IFAA General Assembly 
(see Article 8) and for subsequent distribution, 
and discussion, by national associations that are 
constituent members of the IFAA.  The 
“principles” underlying the proposed changes 
were: 
 
?? to make available solutions to problems that 

had emerged since the last IFAA Congress in 
Rome (e.g. the procedures to be adopted fol-
lowing the long-term incapacitation of an Of-
ficer of the IFAA; the appointment of a new 
IFAA President following incapacitation of an 
existing President elected at a General As-
sembly; the effective and constitutional work-
ings of the Executive Committee between 
Congresses); 

?? to enable effective management of the IFAA 
between Congresses (e.g. the remits and 
characteristics of FICs; the ability to apply 
(and modify) the IFAA Constitution; the mem-
bership of the Executive Committee; the rela-
tionship between the IFAA and Congress or-
ganizers; auditing of IFAA accounts/financial 
statements); 

?? to enshrine within the Constitution proce-
dures that will permit more individuals to par-
ticipate in the activities of the IFAA (including 
decision making) while maintaining the 
“sovereign” responsibilities of the IFAA Gen-
eral Assembly (e.g. the role of delegates be-
tween Congresses; the privileges and duties of 
national associations that are constituent 
members of “good standing” within the IFAA; 
the involvement of FIC chairs in the IFAA Ex-
ecutive Committee; the ways in which the 
Constitution can be amended between Con-
gresses and prior to ratification of such 
changes by the General Assembly). 

 
It was agreed that the existing “Officers” of the 

International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Executive Committee 
held at Royal Holloway College, Egham, U.K., on 8th 
January 2004. 
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IFAA (President, Secretary-General, Treasurer, 
Secretaries) would present themselves to the 
General Assembly for re-election (in accordance 
with Articles 12 and 14). 
 
Following earlier discussions with some members 
of the Japanese Anatomical Association, it was 
agreed that this Association should be asked to 
nominate one of their members for election as 
Vice-President of the IFAA at the General Assem-
bly.  It was felt that this action would acknowl-
edge the contribution of our Japanese colleagues 
to contemporary Anatomy, would reflect their 
large size in the IFAA community, and would 
highlight their contribution to the IFAA through 
the organization of the XVII IFAA Congress in 
Kyoto. 
 
It was reported by the Secretary-General that a 
very positive request had arrived from the Chi-
nese Anatomical Association for the General As-
sembly to consider the possibility of them organ-
ising the XVIII IFAA Congress.  It was agreed that 
the Chinese authorities would be further ap-
proached so that a formal letter declaring their 
interest could be elicited. 
 
5.6  Treasurer’s business: 
 
A financial report was presented by Professor 
Haines showing that, at 1st January 2003, the 
IFAA bank balance stood at $22,903.75.  On the 
30th November 2003, the balance was $26,283.62.  
The report provided for the Secretary-General’s 
files the names of individuals working for the 
IFAA who had received financial benefit/
reimbursement of expenses, the total sum of 
money spent amounting to $1,221.35 (including 
reimbursement for a stolen laptop computer used 
for IFAA business).  The report also included the 
names of national associations that are constitu-
ent members of the IFAA and who had paid their 
subscriptions for 2003.  The Treasurer agreed to 
provide members of the Executive Committee 
with the names of associations that had not paid 
their subscriptions.  It was noted that the present 
IFAA Constitution does not contain Articles relat-
ing to defaulting payment of subscriptions.  
 
The Executive Committee, on the recommenda-
tion of the Treasurer, decided not to recommend 
increasing the subscription rates for membership 
of the IFAA. 

 
The Treasurer reiterated his view that the finan-
cial statements prepared for the General Assem-

bly should be audited by independent, profes-
sional auditors and that this procedure should be 
enshrined within the IFAA Constitution.  In line 
with the present Constitution, the President 
agreed to contact two delegates who would be 
present at the Kyoto Congress to audit the IFAA’s 
financial statements.  

 
5.7  16th International Congress of the IFAA, 
Kyoto, Japan: 
 
In the light of discussions outside this meeting 
held with Professor Hirano, and with delegates of 
the Japanese Anatomical Association, the Execu-
tive Committee wished to record its pleasure 
with the progress being made on the Kyoto Con-
gress and on the publicity that had been pro-
duced.  Given the special circumstances in Ja-
pan, and the long held principles of the Japanese 
Anatomical Association, the Executive Committee 
endorsed the decision to have two Presidents for 
the Kyoto Congress (Professor Hirano and Profes-
sor Hirokawa).  It was felt, however, that this 
should not form a precedent for future Con-
gresses.  
 
5.8  Any Other Business: 
 
It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Committee in Kyoto (August 2004), just 
before the meeting of the IFAA General Assem-
bly. 
 
Notes concerning Matters relating to Federative 
International Committees (FICs): 
 
 
Federative International Committee for Ana-
tomical Terminology (FICAT): 
 
Professor Whitmore provided an oral report.  He 
stated that the Committee met approximately 
twice per year and that work on histological and 
embryological terminologies had progressed well.  
It was noted that associations that are constitu-
ent members of IFAA had received, for comment 
a draft report concerning histological terminol-
ogy.  Publishers were now being contacted and it 
is hoped that the histological terminology would 
be finalised near the time of the International 
Congress in Kyoto.  It was envisaged that the em-
bryological terminology would be available in 
draft form next year for comment by IFAA con-
stituent member associations.  Future plans in-
cluded the formulation of odontological and an-
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thropological terminologies and updating of the 
anatomical (topographical anatomy) terminology.  
Although, for good reasons, developments in the 
odontological and anthropological areas were 
presently on hold, members of the IFAA Execu-
tive Committee indicated their reluctance to 
contemplate withdrawal of FICAT from these im-
portant areas of anatomical sciences.  Professor 
Whitmore stated that FICAT presently consisted 
of 19 members and that membership changes 
were imminent (new members to be drawn from 
associations in line with Article 22 of the IFAA 
Constitution). 
 
Federative International Committee for Ana-
tomical Education: 
 
It was noted that Professor Drukker had provided 
an apology for absence and had written docu-
ments outlining developments of FICAE up to the 
Kyoto Congress. 
 
Federative International Committee – Revitali-

sation: 
 
It was agreed that Professor Barbet would pro-
vide a report for the next meeting of the Execu-
tive Committee during the Kyoto Congress. 
 
International Committee for Scientific Meetings 
(ISMs): 
 
It was agreed that the Chair of this committee, 
Professor Di Dio, would be approached to provide 
a report for the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee during the Kyoto Congress.  
 
Federative International Committee for the 
Anatomical Press: 
 
The status of this Committee remained in need of 
clarification. 
 
 

Professor Bernard J. Moxham (Secretary-
General) 

News from Member Societies 

Burr becomes president-elect; Drake 
appointed to AAA Board  
 
David Burr, Professor and Chair of Anatomy and 
Cell Biology at the Indiana University School of 
Medicine, has been chosen as AAA president-elect, 
after serving just a year as AAA secretary-
treasurer. In his candidate’s statement, Burr 
pointed to several key challenges facing AAA and 
the discipline of anatomy in the coming years, in-
cluding: 
?? Dealing with the potential shortage of future 

instructors, particularly in gross anatomy;  
?? Maintaining the vitality and novelty of research 

in the morphological sciences; and 
?? Sustaining AAA financially.  

?? Also elected to the AAA Board of Directors 
were: 

?? Julian Guttman , Postdoctoral Fellow, Biotech-
nology/Michael Smith Laboratory, University of 
British Columbia 

?? Charles Little, Professor of Anatomy and Cell 
Biology, University of Kansas 

?? Hazel Sive, Member, Whitehead Institute for 
Biomedical Research and Professor of Biology, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 

At the AAA Annual Business Meeting held on April 4 
in San Diego, President Emeritus John Fallon con-
gratulated Kathy Svoboda as she moved up to as-
sume the AAA Presidency for the coming two 
years. Svoboda announced that Richard Drake, Di-
rector of Anatomy at Cleveland Clinic Lerner Col-
lege of Medicine, had been appointed secretary-
treasurer to fill the vacancy caused by Burr’s elec-
tion. She also thanked outgoing Board members 
John Fallon, Kimberly Latacha, Lynne Opperman 
and Robert Specian for their service, presenting 
them each with a certificate of appreciation.  

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ANATOMISTS 
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In other action at its April meeting, the AAA 
Board: 

?? Appointed Kurt Albertine to a five-year term as 
editor-in-chief of The Anatomical Record;  

?? Recommended that John Gurdon (Univ. of 
Cambridge) be made an AAA Honorary Member;  

?? Recommended that dues remain the same in 
2006 and asked the Finance Committee to re-
view the AAA dues structure; and  

??  Accepted 98 new Regular and 66 new Student/
Postdoctoral members.  

 

 
Roger Markwald accepts AAA’s high-
est scientific accolade 
 
AAA’s 2005 Henry Gray Award, its most prestig-
ious honor, was presented April 5 during the Soci-
ety’s Annual Meeting to Roger R. 
Markwald, Professor and Chair of 
the Department of Cell Biology 
and Anatomy at the Medical Uni-
versity of South Carolina. The 
award, co-sponsored by the 
American Association of Anato-
mists and Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins (publishers of Gray’s Anat-
omy of the Human Body), recog-
nizes unique and meritorious con-
tributions to and achievements in 
anatomical sciences by a distin-
guished AAA member. 
 
While Markwald’s graduate research was con-
cerned with the male reproductive system, he 
shifted his research emphasis to the cardiovascu-
lar system as a young faculty member and has 
conducted research in this area ever since.  Early 
on, Markwald’s ultrastructural studies character-
ized embryonic myocardial cell myofibrillar or-
ganization.  In more recent years, he has ex-
panded his research by elucidating the molecular 
biological factors that modulate myocardial cells 
and heart development.  Markwald’s current 
work on tissue engineering and regenerative 
medicine and the use of stem cells in the treat-

ment of cardiac injury or disease holds great 
promise.  
 
Complementing his research efforts, Markwald 
serves as editor-in-chief of The Anatomical Re-
cord, the series editor for Cardiovascular 
Morphogenesis, and a member of the editorial 
boards of Tissue and Cell Research, Circulation 
Research, and the journal Endothelium.  He was 
President of AAA from 1989-1990 and President of 
the American Association of Anatomy, Cell Biol-
ogy, and Neurobiology Chairpersons from 1998-
1999. 
 
Among Markwald’s numerous other awards, he 
has been recognized 14 times for outstanding 
teaching at every institution at which he has held 
an academic appointment and received the Presi-
dent’s Award for Excellence in Teaching from 

Texas Tech.  He also held an NIH Re-
search Career Development Award 
and a Lyndon Baines Johnson Re-
search Award for his work in cardio-
vascular biology. 
 
 Markwald did his undergraduate work 
at California State Polytechnic Uni-
versity, then received both his M.S. 
and Ph.D. degrees from Colorado 
State University.  After postdoctoral 
work at the Medical University of 
South Carolina (MUSC) from 1969-

1970, he became an assistant professor of anat-
omy in 1970 and was promoted to associate pro-
fessor n 1974. Markwald moved to the Depart-
ment of Anatomy at Texas Tech University Health 
Science Center in 1975, where he became Profes-
sor in 1981 and served as Acting Chair from 1981-
1982.  From 1984-1992, Markwald chaired the 
Department of Cellular Biology and Anatomy at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin; he returned to 
MUSC in 1992 to chair the Department of Cell Bi-
ology and Anatomy.  
 

Based on an article written for The New Anatomist by 
Duane E. Haines, Ph.D. (Univ. of Mississippi) 
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Carmichael honoured For exemplary 
service, distinction in Anatomy 

 
AAA’s 2005 A. J. 
Ladman AAA/Wiley 
Exemplary Service 
Award was pre-
sented on April 5 
during the Society’s 
Annual Meeting to 
Stephen W. Carmi-
chael, Professor and 
Chair of the Depart-
ment of Anatomy at 
the Mayo Clinic Col-
lege of Medicine. 
The award, co-

sponsored by the American Association of Anato-
mists and John Wiley and Sons, Inc., recognizes 
an AAA member distinguished in the field of ana-
tomical sciences who has provided exceptional 
service to the society.  
 
Carmichael’s standing in the anatomy community 
is illustrated by his service on the AAA Board of 
Directors from 1999-2002 and as a member of the 
Anatomical Terminology Committee since 1994. 
He was a founding member of the American Asso-
ciation of Clinical Anatomists, has been a mem-
ber of the AACA Council since 2001, and is cur-
rently editor-in-chief of AACA’s journal Clinical 
Anatomy. In addition, he has served as a liaison 
between AAA and AACA. As President of the His-
tochemical Society from 1997-1998, he forged a 
partnership between AAA and HCS that resulted 
in co-location of annual meetings in 2003 and 
prospects for future cooperative ventures.  Car-
michael has been invited to speak on his research 
interest at numerous institutions worldwide in 
Australia, France, Hungary, India, Japan, Peru, 
South Africa, and Thailand, among others—a tes-
tament to his standing in the international ana-
tomical community.   
 
Carmichael’s service to the future of anatomy is 
evidenced by the fact that, while at Mayo, he has 
supervised more than 25 committees for individu-
als working on Ph.D. degrees 20 committees for 
students working on their MS degree, and had 
eight summer Medical Fellows.  In addition, he 
finds time to work with undergraduate and high 
school students interested in science. 

 

Based on an article written for The New Anatomist by 
Duane E. Haines, Ph.D.  (Univ. of Mississippi) 

Kurt Albertine named Anatomical Re-
cord Editor-in-Chief 
 
Kurt Albertine, Professor of Peadiatrics, Adjunct 
Professor of Internal Medicine, and Neurobiology 
and Anatomy, and Director of the Research Micros-
copy Facility at the University of Utah Health Sci-
ences Center, has been named editor-in-chief of 
The Anatomical Record, one of AAA’s two flagship 
journals.  
 
Albertine, currently one of the journal’s associate 
editors, begins his new role on January 1, 2006, 
when Anatomical Record Editor-in-Chief Roger 
Markwald steps down after eight years at the helm. 
Among the goals Albertine has set for the journal, is 
one that The Anatomical Record will be “the pre-
mier integrative anatomy journal attracting reports 
of hypothesis-driven studies and lasting invited re-
views.” By integrative anatomy, he explains, “I 
mean anatomical research that incorporates other 
disciplines, including (but not limited to) physiol-
ogy, pathology, biochemistry and molecular biol-
ogy, cell biology, and/or neuroscience.” 
 
Albertine was instrumental in establishing a gradu-
ate training program for anat-
omy teacher-scholars at the 
University of Utah and bring-
ing about institutional 
changes to reward faculty for 
their teaching-related en-
deavors. To dedicate his ef-
forts to The Anatomical Re-
cord, he recently stepped 
down as director of Utah’s 
highly successful human anat-
omy course, now one of the 
most respected courses in the medical curriculum, 
thanks to Albertine’s efforts over the past 10 years.  
 
In addition to his role with The Anatomical Record, 
Albertine is on AAA’s Educational Affairs Committee 
and on the editorial board of the American Journal 
of Physiology: Lung Cellular and Molecular. He be-
longs to numerous professional societies, among 
them the American Association of Clinical Anato-
mists, the American Physiological Society, the 
American Thoracic Society, the International Society 
of Lymphology, the Microscopy Society of America, 
the Perinatal Research Society, and the Society for 
Leukocyte Biology. 
 
“With the advent of new imaging technologies, 
anatomy is once again a “hot” field,” Albertine 
maintains. “I’ll be using my links to other disci-
plines to stump aggressively for The Anatomical 
Record,” he says.  
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The Hungarian Anatomical Society had its biannual 
Congress in Pecs, Hungary, between the 16th and 
18th of June. The Honorary Membership of the Soci-
ety was conferred on Professor Pierre Sprumont, 
President of the EFEM. The Diploma of Honorary 
Member was presented to Professor Sprumont at 
the meeting following which he delivered a lecture 
entitled “New medical curricula and morphological 
teaching: where are we a heading?” 
 
At the end of the meeting, a new President and 
Board of the Society was elected.  The new Presi-
dent of the Hungarian Anatomical Society is:  
 
Dr. Agoston Szel, MD, PhD, DSc 
Professor of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology 
Semmelweis University 

Department of Human Morphology and  Develop-
mental Biology 
Tuzolto u. 58. BUDAPEST, Hungary 
Email: szel@ana2.sote.hu 
 
Secretary General: Professor Katalin Halasy 
 Email: halasy.Katalin@aotk.szie.hu 
 
Treasurer: Professor Katalin Koves 
Email: koves@ana2.sote.hu 
 
National delegate: Professor Gyula Laza 
Email: Gyula.lazar@aok.pte.hu 
 

Dr Gyula Lazar 
Professor of Anatomy 

Past president of the Hungarian Anatomical Society 

HUNGARIAN ANATOMICAL SOCIETY  

The ITALIAN SOCIETY OF 
ANATOMY was founded in 1929 by 
Nello Beccari, Luigi Castaldi and 
Emerico Luna, under the auspices 

of Giulio Chiarugi. The first meeting of the 
Society  was held in Bologna (October 8-10, 
1929), with the presidentship of Giulio Valenti. 
Very recently (December 30, 2004) the Italian 
Society of Anatomy has changed its name and is 
now addressed as “Società Italiana di Anatomia 
ed Istologia” - (SIAI), in English:  ITALIAN 
SOCIETY OF ANATOMY AND HISTOLOGY (http://
www.societaitalianadianatomia.unifi.it/). 
 
The Italian Society of Anatomy and Histology is 
intended to promote research and didactic activi-
ties in the field of morphological, anatomical and 
histological sciences. At present, the Society is 
constituted by about 450 members. The 59th Na-
tional Meeting of the SIAI will be held in Sorrento 
(Naples) in September. 
 
The official publication of the Society is the Ital-
ian Journal of Anatomy and Embryology 
(http://www.societaitalianadianatomia.unifi.it/
itj.html), which edits original papers, written in 
English, dealing with the entire field of anatomy, 
histology and embryology of vertebrates, espe-
cially mammals.  Every year, the Journal also 
publishes the Proceedings of the annual meeting 
of the Society in a supplement.  
 
President:  Prof. Giovanni Giordano Lanza 
University of Naples "Federico II"; Department of 
Biomorphological  Functional Sciences, Naples, Italy 

Secretary:  Prof. Giovani Orlandini 
University of Florence; Department of Anatomy, 
Histology and Legal Medicine, Florence, Italy 
 
Treasurer: Prof. Paolo Romagnoli 
University of Florence; Department of Anatomy, 
Histology and Legal Medicine, Florence, Italy 
 
MEETINGS 
University of Sassari, Department of Biomedical 
Sciences :International Symposium – Modern 
Trends in Anatomy – Sassari, June 2-3, 2005 
http://www.societaitalianadianatomia.unifi.it/
giornata_studio.html 
 

University of Florence: Further training in innova-
tive microscopy for biotechnologies—Florence, 
June 6-10, 2005  
http://bio.inoa.it/cpmic/index.php 
 

Italian Society of Histochemistry - XXXI National 
Congress - Pisa, June 15-17, 2005  
http://www.congressoistochimicapisa.it/ 
 

European Association of Clinical Anatomy, 8th 
Meeting 2005 - Palermo, June 30 - July 3, 2005  
http://www.unipa. i t/eaca8thcongress/
index.html 
 

59th National Meeting of the Italian Society of 
Anatomy and Histology - Sorrento (Na), Septem-
ber 18-21, 2005   http://www.cans2005.it/ 
 

Information provided by 
Professor S. A. Nottola   

stefania.nottola@uniroma1.it 

ITALIAN SOCIETY OF ANATOMY AND HISTOLOGY 
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The President of the associa-
tion is Professor J.P. Hornung, 
DBCM of Lausanne. 
 

For further information on the Society, please 
consult their website: 
 
http://www.unifr.ch/sgahe/welcome.html 
 

Secretary and Treasurer: 
Dr Beat Riederer 
Département de Biologie Cellulaire et de Mor-
phologie (DBCM) Rue du Bugnon 9 
1005 Lausanne 
Switzerland 
Phone: ++41-21-692 5154 
FAX ++41-21-692 5105 
E-mail: BeatMichel.Riederer@unil.ch 

Swiss Society for Anatomy, Histology and Embryology (SSAHE) 

Though much younger than the IFAA (the Euro-
pean Federation for Experimental Morphology, or 
EFEM, was only founded in 1989), the EFEM 
shares with its distinguished ancestor the distinc-
tive trait of not having individual members. Its 
constituent members are national or regional 
("transnational") Anatomical Societies which 
group scientists from the European region within 
and beyond the limits of the European Union. If 
the EFEM belonged to the International Federa-
tion, its constituent members would be repre-
sented twice in the General Assembly, once by 
their own Delegate, and once by the EFEM Dele-
gate, somewhat overweighting Europe in the 
IFAA. 

 
However, it is obvious that the European Federa-
tion strongly supports the objectives of the Inter-
national Federation. Article §2.4 of its Statutes 
reads: 

"EFEM and its Constituent Societies adhere to 
the principles of the International Federation 
of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) and to the 
resolution regarding the free circulation of sci-
entists of the International Council of Scientific 
Unions (ICSU)." 

The Statutes also guarantee that the EFEM be a 
truly democratic federation by giving to each of 
its constituent members the same rights, the 
same duties and an equal representation in the 

General Assembly. 
 
The founding fathers of the EFEM had in mind a 
Federation mainly aiming at scientific innovation 
and cooperation, and they accordingly named it 
the Federation "for Experimental Morphology". It 
must be remembered that the foundation took 
place at a time when the term "anatomy" was not 
fashionable, and when the notion of the "New 
Anatomist" had not yet been publicized.  

 
EFEM has stated from its beginnings that it would 
not organise meetings or congresses. Rather than 
adding new congresses to the long list of existing 
national or international events, it has actively 
promoted the holding of Joint Meetings between 
its members. Among these, the Anatomical Soci-
ety of Great Britain and Ireland, the Anatomische 
Gesellschaft, the Association des Morphologistes, 
the Italian Society of Anatomy, the Nederlandse 
Anatomen Vereniging and the Sociedad 
Anatómica Española have convened several Bipar-
tite, Tripartite or Multipartite Meetings. 

 
In 1998 the EFEM began to award Travel Grants 
to younger members of its constituent societies, 
to allow them to attend meetings or to perform a 
laboratory visit in a European research institu-
tion. Up to now, 18 of these Grants have been 
awarded. The conditions to apply for such grants 

ABOUT A NON-MEMBER OF THE IFAA: THE EUROPEAN FED-
ERATION FOR EXPERIMENTAL MORPHOLOGY (EFEM) 
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have been adapted to take into account the dif-
ferences encountered in various countries: in 
some cases it is possible to earn a Ph.D by the 
age of 28 years following a MD-diploma, whereas 
it would be quite impossible to get a Ph.D before 
the age of 35 years elsewhere; the term "young 
scientist" does not correspond to the same age all 
over Europe! 

 
Similarly, since 1998 the EFEM sponsors the hold-
ing of official EFEM Lectures delivered by famous 
morphologists during meetings held in Europe. 
The list of the past EFEM Speakers is eloquent in 
itself: Jan Voogd, Nicole Le Douarin, Karl Zilles, 
Miklós Palkovits, Raymond Gasser, David Brynmor 
Thomas who spoke in Great Britain, Holland, It-
aly, Serbia or Switzerland. The names of these 
EFEM speakers were proposed by member socie-
ties.  

 
In 2002 the EFEM issued a public statement relat-
ing to the activities of "Professor" Günter von 
Hagens. This statement was sent to the Council 
of Europe, but not to governments, as the EFEM 
does not substitute for its members in contacting 
their national authorities.  

 
A new field of activities recently appeared with 
the occurrence in Europe of a new academic or-
ganisation. The "Bologna Declaration" signed in 
1999 by 44 European Ministers of Education 
aimed at introducing a European Higher Educa-
tion Area by 2010 where students, teachers, and 
employers could use commonly understandable 
definitions of educational programmes and diplo-
mas. Notwithstanding this Declaration, most of 
European medical schools or faculties had mean-
while reformed their curricula. The actual ten-
dency is to teach medicine in vertically inte-
grated programmes, which means that, in a ma-
jority of medical teaching institutions, the 5-year 
or 6-year programme forms an ensemble that 
does not fit with one of the principles of the Dec-
laration! According to this principle, all curricula 
should be based on a 2-cycle system, an obvious 
source of conflict with the integrated reformed 

programmes.  
 

The member societies of EFEM are now tackling 
their academic and national authorities. The re-
sults of these discussions may be qualified as dis-
crepant. In some countries, medical faculties 
were forced to re-introduce a 2-cycle system, 
whereas some other governments officially kept 
medical teaching out of the scope of the "2-cycle 
principle". In view of these inconsistencies, EFEM 
will try to disseminate information on the evolu-
tion in the various countries, and to promote the 
formation of a network among all its members 
coping with the problem. It would be damaging 
for European morphology if some authorities play 
one member society of EFEM against another. 

 
This supplementary orientation of EFEM was pre-
ceded in 2004 by the creation of a "Transnational 
Study Group on Education in Anatomy" supported 
by the Federation. The first informal meeting 
took place in March 2005 in Paris, with an ex-
change of information, and of views, on Body Do-
nations. Other gatherings of the study group, 
which includes persons from all over Europe, will 
be devoted to equally specific questions. 

 
During its first 16 years of existence, the Euro-
pean Federation for Experimental Morphology has 
tried to foster the development of Morphological 
Sciences in Europe. Starting from a merely scien-
tific orientation, its activities have lately in-
creased in the domain of formation because of 
the impact of recent political decisions about 
higher education. However, like the IFAA, the 
EFEM can only be what its members want it to 
be. The Delegates of the constituent societies 
constitute the Council of Delegates, which is the 
governing body of the European Federation. 
Therefore, they play a crucial role in establishing 
links not only with the EFEM Board but also be-
tween themselves. As within the IFAA, the impor-
tance of this role should not be underestimated 
by the constituent member societies. 
 

PIERRE SPRUMONT, PRESIDENT EFEM 
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For those of you who do not know what FICAT is: It 
is the Federative International Committee of Ana-
tomical Terminology of the International Federation 
of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA). As the name 
indicates the committee deals with the anatomical 
terminologies (see below). The committee was 
founded by the General Assembly of the IFAA in 
1989 on the occasion of the XIII IFAA Congress in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, and reaffirmed in Lisbon (1994), 
Rome (1999) and recently in Kyoto (2004). The pre-
sent membership of FICAT is listed under 
www.ifaa.net and can be found in the December- 
2004-issue of PLEXUS. Contrary to the past and fol-
lowing the revised constitution of the IFAA, the of-
ficers of FICAT were this time not appointed by the 
General Assembly of the IFAA, but had to be nomi-
nated by the members of FICAT. The nomination 
procedure, carried out via internet and headed by 
Professor Jan Drukker, from Maastricht, The Neth-
erlands, yielded overwhelmingly that Professor Ian 
Whitmore, from Waltham Abbey, UK/Stanford, USA, 
should be the Chair and Professor Colin Wendell-
Smith, from Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, the Secre-
tary.  These election results reflect not only what 
excellent jobs the two have done in the past but 
also how harmonious the Committee is.   
 
The first meeting of FICAT after the XVI Interna-
tional Congress 
in 2004 in Kyoto 
was held  in 
Brussels, Bel-
gium, from 
March 29 to 
April 2, 2005, 
hosted by Pro-
fessor Antoine 
Dhem  from 
Brussels. Of the 
three newly 
elected committee members only two could attend 
the meeting, Professor Beverley Kramer, from Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa, and  Professor John Fra-
her, from Cork, Ireland. They were warmly wel-
comed by the Chairman and the committee mem-
bers. Although the IFAA constitution does not men-
tion vice-chairmen or vice-secretaries for the com-
mittees, FICAT felt it would be wise to have depu-
ties to step in should the need arise. In the Brus-
sels’ meeting Professor Lutz Vollrath, from Mainz, 
Germany, and Professor Pierre Sprumont, from Fri-
bourg, Switzerland, were proposed and approved as 
Vice-chairman and Vice-secretary, respectively.  

 
The Terminologia Histologica has been completed 
and awaits publication during the early part of 
2006. While The Terminologia Anatomica, which 
came out in 1998, was published by Thieme, Stutt-
gart, the Terminologia Histologica, the Terminolo-
gia Embryologica and a revised version of the Ter-
minologia Anatomica will be published with  Lippin-
cott, Williams and Wilkins. Currently FICAT is work-
ing full speed to finish Terminologia Embryologica. 
It is hoped that the work will be completed in mid 
2006.  As 
usual, at 
that time 
the list of 
terms will 
be circu-
lated to 
the mem-
ber socie-
ties of IFAA 
for com-
ment. 
 
Now that 
the Terminologia Histologica is with the publishers, 
FICAT is thinking about the revision of the Termi-
nologia Anatomica. Major changes are not antici-
pated. Of course, the mistakes that crept in will be 
remedied. Also new terms for structures as yet un-
named in the terminology will be added. A major 
thrust will be to bring the terminology closer to 
that used by the wider world of medicine. Already 
now, FICAT would greatly value any input from 
anatomists and doctors all over the world with re-
spect to anatomical terms. Feel free to send your 
input via email to terminology.input@ifaa.net 
 
 The next FICAT meeting will take place in August 
2005 in Stanford, California, USA. It is being organ-
ized by the FICAT Chairman, Professor Ian Whit-
more.  

 
Lutz Vollrath 

Vice-Chairman 
 
 

 

            

NEWS FROM IFAA COMMITTEES 
Federative International Committee on Anatomical Termi-
nology: PROGRESS REPORT 

Professor and Mrs A. Dhem with The FICAT commit-
tee and spouses, in Brussels, taking a short break 
from the deliberations on terminology 

Our gracious hosts in Brussels with  Professor 
Grignon of France.  

The Editor looks forward to publishing re-
ports from the other IFAA Committees in 

the next edition of Plexus 
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100th Annual Meeting of the Ana-
tomical Society, Leipzig, March 11-
14, 2005 
 
The 100th Annual Meeting of the Anatomische 
Gesellschaft (Anatomical Society) took place at 
Leipzig, March 11-14, 2005. It was the sixth com-
ing together at the same place. The first Annual 
Meeting was held in 1887, one year after the 
foundation of the Anatomische Gesellschaft in 
Berlin September 23, 1886, followed by 1911, 
1938, 1968 and 1987. In retrospective, the meet-
ings at Leipzig designate turning points in the life 
of our society: the anticipation of World War I 
and II, the students’ revolution in Western 
Europe, the falling of the wall between East and 
West Berlin. The sixth coming together of scien-
tists with interests in morphological fields occurs 
at the beginning of globalization.  
 
According to the old tradition, the congress cen-
tre was located at the Institute of Anatomy, 
where Wilhelm His celebrated the first Annual 
Meeting with the intention of getting members to 
know one another. This personal contact, accord-
ing to the opinion of the four founders of the 
Anatomische Gesellschaft, is like an engine which 
brings forth our knowledge on morphological sci-
ence. Disagreements between persons and on re-
sults should be of second importance. From the 
very beginning, the Anatomical Society judged 
itself as a society beyond national interests. The 
sixth meeting at Leipzig continued in the spirit in 
which the founders would have wished. The gen-
eral atmosphere among the 320 participants from 
all over Europe was open-minded, friendly and in 
search of communication and scientific progress.  
 

The scientific program focussed its first main 
topic on classical and modern aspects of bones 
and joints. In particular, new insights were ob-
tained on chondrogenic progenitor cells in sup-
port of cartilage regeneration. This session ended 
with a “specimen show” which was presented by 
dissectors of gross anatomy from Luebeck, Kiel, 
Cologne and Leipzig and was highly appreciated 
by the audience. The work from Kiel, Luebeck 
and Cologne was honoured by poster prizes. The 
second main topic on the “epigenetic control of 
cell differentiation” was lectured in a strict and a 
broad sense. Mechanisms for the determination 
between mitosis versus cell differentiation were 
explained for the fly ovary. Follicular growth ap-
peared to be dependent on the cholinergic sys-
tem expressed by granulosa cells. Angiogenesis in 
the corpus luteum was found to be under the in-
fluence of endocrine VEGF. Additionally, molecu-
lar mechanisms on the development of the hu-
man heart as first described by W. His were pre-
sented. The data obtained from the Leipzig col-
lection of human malformed hearts documented 
the continuity of heart research from the 19th to 
the 20th century.  
 
KatharinaSpanel-Borowski, Head of the Depart-
ment of Anatomy of the University Leipzig 
Wolfgang Kühnel, Secretary of the Anatomische 
Gesellschaf 
 
 

THE Yth All-RUSSIAN CONGRESS OF 
ANATOMISTS 
The Yth All-Russian Congress of Anatomists, His-
tologists and Embryologists was held on the 17 – 
18 September, 2004, in Kasan (the capital of the 
Republic of Tatarstan).  The Ministry of  Public 
Health and of Social Development of the Russian 
Federation, the Ministry of Public Health  of the 
Republic of Tatarstan, the Russian Academy of 
Medical Sciences, the Kazan State Medical Uni-

REPORTS ON CONGRESSES FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
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versity and the All-Russian Scientific Society  of 
Anatomists, Histologists and Embryologists took 
part in its organization. 
 
The published materials of the Congress contain 
530 abstracts, with more than 340 specialists 
having participated in it directly. Among them, 
there were five Academicians and five Corre-
sponding Members of the  Russian Academy of 
Medical Sciences, 118 professors, 57 lecturers, 83 
Heads of the Departments of Anatomy, Histology 
and Embryology and 23 specialists from the coun-
tries which were in the past the Republics of the 
URSS. 
 
The Congress was welcomed by the President of 
the EFEM and member of FICAT, Professor Pierre 
Sprumont of Switzerland.    
 
The plenary session of the Congress was repre-
sented by the reports made by Professor Y. Chel-
ishev, from Kazan (“The plasticity of sensory neu-
rons phenotype”), Professor A. Kiyassov, from the 
same University of Kazan (“The cellular differen-
tiation and interaction in development and re-
generation of kidney”), Professor V. Banin from 
Moscow (“The complex of Golgi – the modern cy-
tological approaches in analysis of cell func-
tions”), Professor L. Korochkin from Moscow 
(“Stem cells as morphological problem”), Profes-
sor V. Yariguin from Moscow (“About the use of 
stem nervous cells in clinical and experimental 
medicine”), Professor Yu. Denissov-Nikolsky from 
Moscow (“The actual problems of functional mor-
phology of bone”) and Professor Yu. Borodin from 
Novosibirsk (“Lymphatic morpho-functional re-
gion in endo[exo]toxicosis”).  
 
The scientific program of the Congress also in-
cluded 11 symposia: 
1. Epithelium and connective tissue under normal 

and experimental conditions – six oral and 10 
poster presentations;  

2. Functional and applied morphology of the car-
diovascular system – four oral and 26 poster 
presentations;  

3. Problems of medical anthropology and ecologi-
cal morphology – five oral and 10 poster pres-
entations;  

4. Blood, hemopoiesis and immune organs – five 
oral and 15 poster presentations;  

5. Functional and applied morphology of  organs 
of the locomotor apparatus – three oral and 16 
? ? ster presentations;  

6. Internal organs in ontogenesis and under ex-
perimental conditions – five oral and 13 poster 
presentations;  

7. Functional and applied morphology of nervous 
system – five oral and 25 poster presentations;  

8. Functional and applied morphology of the en-
docrine system – six oral and 10 poster presen-
tations;  

9. Comparative morphology and anatomy of agri-
cultural animals – three oral and seven poster 
presentations;  

10.Embryogenesis and regeneration – five oral 
and five poster presentations;  

11.Clinical anatomy – six oral and 18 poster pres-
entations.  

 
 The 2nd plenary session of the Congress was de-
voted to the analysis of the Society’s activities 
and to the elections of the President of the Soci-
ety, the Board and its Presidium for 2004 - 2009. 
In 1999 – 2004 more than 20 All-Russian and inter-
national, more than 50 republican and regional 
conferences were held under guidance of the So-
ciety. The remarkable events were two Con-
gresses of the International Academy of Integra-
tive Anthropology (in Belgorod and St Peters-
burg), Summit of Morphologists of Russia and 
Ukraine, and certainly the meeting of FICAT (St 
Petersburg, 2000) and publication of Russian edi-
tion of “Terminologia Anatomica” (2003), con-
taining the lists of Latin, English and Russian 
equivalents. The Congress also approved the in-
ternational activities of the Society.  Prof. L.L. 
Kolesnikov  was again unanimously elected as 
President by the delegated members of the Soci-
ety.  
  Prof V.Kulikov Moscow, Russia 
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Although I was in the twilight of my regular aca-
demic career at the University of Pretoria, South 
Africa, the quest for fresh pastures and the ur-
gent need to be closer to my family in the United 
States were the greatest motivational force that 
inspired my early and voluntary retirement from 
the University of Pretoria. 
 
A job offer in the Caribbean was more than I 
could bargain for, since it satisfied both aspira-
tions. The thought of the lush green tropical 
vegetation and the cool breeze and clean 
beaches of the Caribbean all reminded me of my 
early childhood on the Atlantic coasts of West 
Africa. 
 
So in January of 2003, I arrived St Kitts and Ne-
vis, West Indies to take up a position of Professor 
of Anatomy at Ross University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. The School is an offshore Ameri-
can University with the headquarters in New Jer-
sey, USA. Most of the student population is from 
the United States and Canada. The School has a 
current and well-stocked library, air-conditioned 
auditorium with giant plasma screens, advanced 
ultramodern information technology facilities and 
numerous teaching aids .In brief, the School is 
state of the art.  
 
The well articulated program consists of seven, 
fifteen-week semesters  (102 weeks) on the Is-
land and three, fifteen-week semesters (45 
weeks) of clinical rotation in affiliated accredited 
Veterinary schools in the USA. 
 
The anatomy courses are taught in the first and 
second semesters (30 weeks). There are new in-
takes of between 70 to 115 students every se-
mester. Each semester is allocated two hours of 
lectures every Monday and eight hours of labora-

tory dissection from Tuesday through Friday. Dif-
ferent Professors deliver the lectures every 
week, but we jointly run the dissection laborato-
ries. 
 
Research is encouraged but it is not a necessity. 
A new faculty member has to cope with the sud-
den transition from the regular teaching and re-
search of conventional universities to a situation 
where teaching is the main focus. The Professors 
here are well renowned and respected in their 
various fields and are mainly drawn from North 
America, Africa, Europe and South America. This 
diversity actually exposes the Faculty to different 
ideas and concepts, which when integrated, are 
to the advantage of the students. 
 
The Island is educationally friendly. The Islanders 
are accommodating and the general atmosphere 
is relaxed and healthy. Like a friend of mine put 
it “Some save and pay to visit the Island, while 
others are paid to save and stay on the Island”. 
  
Anybody interested in  short or long time employ-
ment should visit our web sites: 
www.rossmed.edu (Medical school) or 
www.rossvet.edu (Veterinary school). 
 

Professor Levi O.C. Ohale DVM. PhD. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM FAR AND WIDE 

The Caribbean experience 
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In order to make realistic three-dimensional (3-
D) images of an entire body, to be used in 
medical education and clinical trials, serially 

sectioned images of the entire cadaver need to 
be prepared in advance. 
 
The first experiment was the Visible Human 

Project (VHP), which began in 1993 at Colorado 
University, Denver, Colorado, and compiled 
data of the magnetic resonance (MR), com-
puted tomography (CT), and anatomical images 

of a male cadaver (1994) and a female cadaver 
(1995). The VHP was a revolutionary experi-
ment of its time, due to its original idea and 
data acquisition methods. 

 
In 2001, the Visible Korean Human (VKH) ex-
periment began in Ajou University, Suwon, Re-
public of Korea, and data of an entire male ca-

daver was produced in 2003. The VKH, the first 
of its kind in Asia, produced the data to com-
pensate the VHP data as follows: MR and CT 
images of an entire cadaver; anatomical im-

ages without any missing images (interval: 0.2 
mm, pixel size: 0.2 mm) and with real color 
similar to the living body; and, segmented im-
ages of eleven anatomical structures based on 

the anatomical images. 
 
Successively in 2002, the Chinese Visible Hu-
man (CVH) experiment began in the Third Mili-

tary Medical University, Chongqing, China, and 
its data was produced in 2002 (male cadaver) 
and in 2003 (female cadaver). The CVH pro-

duced the advanced data as follows: serially 

sectioned images of cadavers of young age, 
good body contours, and few pathological find-
ings; anatomical images including easily identi-

fiable arteries, into which red gelatin was per-
fused. 
 
The serially sectioned images of an entire ca-

daver from the VHP, VKH, and CVH, which 
complement each other at present, play the 
role of main resources of the medical image 
library, where 3-D images and software are 

made for medical education and clinical trials. 
In the medical image library, users can select  
from the VHP, VKH and CVH, data for their own 
purposes. For the users, researchers of the 

VHP, VKH, and CVH should improve their own 
data in quantity and quality, since each project 
has its own merits and demerits over the other. 
Moreover, other serially sectioned images, 

which might overcome the VHP, VKH and CVH 
data, are expected to be developed. 
  
One data set of serially sectioned images is the 

Visible Korean Human, for which I am responsi-
ble. I attached an email where information on 
the Visible Korean Human can be obtained 
(dissect@ajou.ac.kr) 

. 
 
 

Min Suk Chung  

Associate Professor 
Ajou University School of Medicine 

Republic of Korea 

'Serially sectioned images of the entire cadaver 
for three-dimensional images and                              

virtual dissection software.' 
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The 4th Asian-
Pacific Interna-
tional Congress of 
Anatomists (APICA) 
will be held in Ku-
sadasi, Turkey be-
tween the 7th – 10th 
September, 2005 
 

Abstracts will be accepted online: 
www.apica2005.org 
 
Contact: Professor Nedim Simsek Cankur 
(Chairman of the Organizing Committee) 
Department of Anatomy 
Uludag University Faculty of Medicine 
16059 Bursa, Turkey 
Email: cankur@uludag.edu.tr 

dimensional images and                              

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 

1. Asian-Pacific International Congress of Anatomists 2005 

 The XIXth International Symposium on Mor-
phological Sciences will be held in Budapest, 

Hungary: August 2007  
For further information contact Professor Imre. 

2. XIXth International Symposium on Morphological Sciences  

For further information contact: 
Professor B. Kramer:  
kramerb@anatomy.wits.ac.za 

 
As the next IFAA Congress will be held in Cape 
Town, South Africa in 2009, the Editor of 
Plexus is taking the liberty to bring you infor-

mation about South Africa over the next is-
sues.  This will hopefully assist you with know-
ing more about the country and also aid you 
with planning your travels while in the coun-

try. 
 
Cape Town, where the Congress will be held, 
is the “Mother City” of South Africa. The his-

tory of Cape Town is intimately linked to that 
of seafaring men and explorers such as Bar-
tholemew Dias, Vasco da Gama and Jan van 
Riebeeck. van Riebeeck and his companions 

started a new society on the sandy shores 
where the city now stands. 

 
The beauty of Cape Town is enhanced by the 
uniqueness of its setting.  The city lies trapped 

between the bay and a group of mountains, in 
a valley flanked by Signal Hill and Lion’s Head 
to the west and Devil’s Peak to the east.  Be-
hind the city, the majestic Table Mountain 

looms, sometimes brooding, sometimes wel-
coming.  
 
Table Mountain is a rare creation of nature.  It 

3. The Congress of the International Federation of Associa-
tions of Anatomists: South Africa, 2009  
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can be seen from up to 100 kilometres away, a 
dark shadow against the azure African sky. The 
mountain rises 1000 metres to a flattened pla-

teau.   In summer, south-easterly winds bring 
moisture which condenses along the plateau as 
the famous “white table cloth”. 
 

The city, the bay and the mountain 
are only a few of the features which 
make up the Cape Peninsula and its 
surroundings. The mountains of the 

Cape Peninsula fall steeply into the 
sea and a variety of “villages” cling 
to the narrow coastal shelf.   
 

There are Sea Point and Camps Bay, 
both of which have a markedly 
Mediterranean flavour.  
 

 
For anatomists, a visit to the beach at Clifton 

is a must, for it is here that the most wonder-
ful “living anatomy” can be practiced by view-
ing the bikini clad South African bodies.   

 
Further south is Llandudno and beyond that, 
under the Karbonkelberg, the fishing village 
and harbour of Hout Bay. From here a drive 

along Chapman’s Peak will take you through 
Noerdhoek, Kommetjie and Scarborough. On 
the eastern side of the peninsula another row 
of villages hugs the shoreline, best known of 

which is Muizenburg which provides holiday 
makers with the best swimming in the Cape. 

Situated at the tip of the Peninsula is the Cape 
Point Nature Reserve.  This lonely but beautiful 
spot draws people from all over the world for 

this is the “Cape of Storms”, the “Cabo Tor-
mentoso”, representing the turning point of 
the southern seas as they voyaged to the east 
and the tip of Africa where ancient mariners 

were lured 
to their 
death.  
 

 
 
I f  you 
dream of 

g o o d 
w i n e s , 
then the 

fertile soils of the valleys of the Eerste and 

Berg Rivers is where you should head.  Here, 
over 300 years ago, founding farmers planted 
vines and fruit orchards. The wine route takes 
one through countless historic farms, such as 

Boschendal and L’Ormarins which are open to 
the public and at which, wine can be enjoyed! 

Next issue, we will visit the Drakensburg 
mountains which are a “must see” for ecolo-
gists and lovers of the outdoors. 
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Professor Beverley Kramer 
School of Anatomical Sciences 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
University of the Witwatersrand 
7 York Road 
Parktown, 2193 
Johannesburg  
South Africa 
Email: kramerb@anatomy.wits.ac.za 
Tel: 27-11-7172405 
Fax: 27-11-7172422 
 
 
Assistant Editor:  Mrs N. Pather 
Address: as above 
Email: pathernp@anatomy.wits.ac.za 

PLEXUS CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Plexus is intended for staff and 
students of all member Societies 
of the IFAA.  Should you receive a 
copy, please distribute it as 
widely as possible in order to in-
form all members of the events 
and issues covered by the IFAA 
and its member  Societies. 
 
Contributions will be gratefully 
accepted.  Please submit all the 
information either by email or on 
a disc to: 

Michelangelo 
Buonorotti—artist 
and anatomist 


